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Regions Hospital plans to expand 


St. Paul facility would add 100 beds, nearly 1,000 employees by 2040 


By Nick Woltman 


nwoltman@pioneerpress.com 


Regions Hospital wants to add 100 
beds and nearly 1,000 employees to 
its downtown St. Paul campus over 
the next two decades. 

Regions submitted a proposal to 
increase its capacity to state regula- 
tors in November and will make its 
pitch in coming months to the Min- 


nesota Legislature, whose approval 
is required under state law. 

Despite efforts to treat more cases 
on an outpatient basis, Regions has 
seen increasing demand for inpa- 
tient care across several specialty 
areas, according to its report to the 
Minnesota Department of Health, 
which is charged with reviewing the 
proposal. 

Owing largely to the changing 


demographics of its east-metro 
service area, the hospital projects it 
will be using all the beds it is 
currently allowed by March 2018. 

“As our community grows and 
gets older, demand for our services 
will increase,” Regions Hospital 
CEO Megan Remark said in an 
email. “We want to continue to be 
here for everyone.” 


Regions, which is owned by 


Bloomington-based HealthPart- 
ners, currently employs nearly 4,100 
people and operates roughly 450 
beds, according to the hospital’s 
report to the Health Department. 

As part of its proposal, Regions 
hopes by 2040 to add 60 medical/sur- 
gical and critical care beds, 20 men- 
tal health beds and 20 obstetric 
beds. To staff these new beds, the 
hospital would add the equivalent of 
950 full-time employees, the report 
said. 

The bulk of the new hires would be 


nurses and nursing assistants, 
Regions CFO Heidi Conrad said. 
They would also include support 
staff, such as housekeeping and 
food and nutrition specialists. 

The new beds would be accommo- 
dated within the hospital’s current 
footprint on the northeastern edge 
of downtown, which underwent a 
sweeping $179 million expansion 
nearly a decade ago that added 180 
rooms. 
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Teagan Fruehling, 7, foreground, glides along as she and other kids take part in an introductory cross 
country skiing clinic in subzero weather Wednesday at Como Park in St. Paul. The National Weather 
Service reported that International Falls and Hibbing, Minn., set record low temperatures Wednesday 
morning. International Falls, the self-proclaimed “Icebox of the Nation,” plunged to 37 below zero, while 
Hibbing bottomed out at 28 below. The deep freeze is affecting much of the northern U.S. this week. For 


more, turn to Page 12A. To see the Twin Cities weather forecast, turn to Page 8B. 
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Property 
owners 

line up to 
pay taxes 


Some Ramsey County 


homeowners prepay 
before 2018 overhaul 


By Sarah Horner 


shorner@pioneerpress.com 


Tom Johnson got an unexpected 
gift from his tax preparer this 
Christmas, and it could be worth as 
much as two grand. 

It came in the form of a phone call 
advising the White Bear Lake man 
to prepay his 2018 property taxes. 

“She said, ‘Get down there 
quick, ” Johnson said. “There” 
being Ramsey County’s Property 
Tax Services department on Plato 
Boulevard in St. Paul. 

The sales representative was one 
of many braving frigid tempera- 
tures and lines this week in hopes of 
saving money before a new deduc- 
tion limit built into the federal tax 
overhaul takes effect next year. 

Between his White Bear Lake 


PROPERTY TAXES, 6A 


On Page 6A: Who should consider 
prepaying their property taxes? 


Trump, GOP leaders to set 2018 priorities 


Health care, infrastructure, spending on Camp David agenda in Jan. 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — 
Eager for more legislative 
achievements before Washing- 
ton’s focus shifts to the midterm 
elections, President Donald 
Trump plans to open the new 
year by meeting with Republican 
congressional leaders to map out 
the 2018 legislative agenda, the 
White House said. 

After returning to Washington 
from Florida, where he is spend- 
ing the holidays, Trump will 
quickly host Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell of Ken- 
tucky and House Speaker Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin at the Camp 
David presidential retreat in 
Maryland’s Catoctin Mountains 
during the weekend of Jan. 6-7, 
the White House said. 
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Make supper tonight with the help 
of one of our many recipes. 


Spokesmen for Ryan and Mc- 
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President Donald Trump speaks to first responders Wednesday at West 
Palm Beach Fire Rescue in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


recent enactment of legislation to 
Connell have confirmed they will cut taxes, beginning next year, for 
attend. 
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North End district council 
reaches out to young people 


It aims to get more 
youth involved in the 


St. Paul neighborhood 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


In St. Paul’s North End, neighbor- 
hood advocates are looking for 
advice and guidance from an unlike- 
ly source: students and teens. 

After being elected chair of the 
District 6 Planning Council in April, 
Rich Holst and his fellow board 
members decided to move in new 
directions. 

Through a series of bylaw chang- 
es, they’ve lowered the voting age 
from 18 to 16, and they’ve reserved 
two seats on the 21-member board 
for high school or college students. 


SECTION A LOCAL, NEWS, OBITS, OPINION, BUSINESS, A&E LIVE SECTIONBSPORTS SECTION C EAT 


Volume No. 169, No. 245, 4 sections, 34 pages 
Subscriber service 651-717-7377 Reader advocate 651-228-5446 © 2017 St. Paul Pioneer Press (Northwest Publications) 


The challenge now is filling the 
openings with civic-minded young 
people. 

Demographically, “25 percent of 
our city is 17 years old or younger,” 
Holst said. “When you look at High- 
land Park, it’s 17 percent. When you 
look at the North End, it’s 33 per- 
cent. It’s a big, big difference.” 

In short, the district council — 
newly dubbed the North End Neigh- 
borhood Organization — is looking 
for high school and college students 
to help organize, improve and pro- 
mote one of the poorest, most 
diverse and most optimistic corners 
of the city. 

Board members point out that the 
North End, which is 70 percent 
racial minorities, has always drawn 
immigrant families poised to start 
new lives. 
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